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elwyn Herson grew up in Johannesburg and 
after he had finished his studies, he travelled 
around America and eventually went into 
business. After seeing the 1995 list of Top 
100 golf courses, he decided that playing 
them was something he would really love to 

achieve. While many people may be wondering how he 
managed to get onto some of the golf courses such as 
Augusta National, I rather, have been wondering when 
some of the wonderful new golf courses that have been 
built in South Africa, like Pinnacle Point and St Francis 
Links, will crack the nod on the world's top 100. Still the 
only South African golf course that appears on the list is 
Durban Country Club. 

He describes the greens at Augusta National, number 
five on the World List, as "putting down the windscreen 
of a motor car." Cypress Point in California, he described 
as "...walking in heaven. Six holes in the trees, six holes 
in the sand dunes and six holes by the sea, what could 
be better?" Of Royal Melbourne in Australia he said, "The 
layout is so subtle, so clever but it's a still a great challenge 
to play," Pine Valley, which I had the honour of playing 
with Peter Matkovich a couple of years ago, he described 
as, "...a golf course that seems like it's been there for a 
million years. It's quite amazing how the holes just fit 
into the land." Shinnecock Hills, which I haven't played, 
but have walked, he said, "Hard. It breaks your back and 
wears you down," and of course, of one of my all time 
favourites, the Home of Golf, St Andrews, he said, "I was 
in awe. The layout, the history, the clubhouse, the town; 
it's just a course that you can't compare to anything." 

The three South African courses that I foresee could be 
included in the Top 100 are Durban Country Club which, 
as I have mentioned, is already on the list; St Francis Links 
and Pinnacle Point. 

St Francis Links is an authentic links experience that 
once it's matured its going to be a must-play golf course. 
The fairways have natural undulations because they were 
built on top of existing sand dunes, the greens are unusual 
and shapely and the bunkers are rough around the edges. 
You get the feeling that a leprechaun could come down 
from the hills at any time. 

Pinnacle Point certainlycouldrivalCypress Point, Pebble 

Beach or the Casa de Campo course in the Dominican 
Republic in terms of sheer beauty. Peter Matkovich's 
design along the cliffs of Mossel Bay is absolutely mind 
blowing. It's easy to build spectacular holes when you 
have a spectacular site, but to weave the holes into each 
other and to end up with a golf course that's playable for 
all handicaps is an art. There is space, and at no time do 
you stand on a hole and feel completely intimidated, like 
you can't take the club back, which is the feeling I have 
had at a number of newly designed golf courses. The only 
time Pinnacle Point becomes very difficult is when the 
wind comes up, and when that happens even your home 
course would be difficult to play. 

Finally, Durban Country Club which I still believe is 
South Africa's finest golf course, should maintain its 
place in the Top 100 in the world. There are so many great 
things about golf at Durban Country Club; the history, the 
tradition and the fact that you can remember many of 
the great championships that have been played there. It 
has all the facilities that make a visit truly enjoyable and 
when you are out on the golf course, you feel like you are 
the only person there. It's the type of golf course that 
makes you feel like you will score well if you are playing 
well. It's not a golf course that is so difficult that it makes 
it a long, slogging grind. At the end of the day you are 
going out onto the golf course to enjoy yourself, so there 
is nothing wrong with being flattered. 

The ideal golf course is one that looks hard but is 
playable, and I think that all three of these South African 
courses have that in common. Make sure you play them. 

Contact Details: 
St Francis Links, St Francis Bay: + 27 42 200 4500 
Pinnacle Point Coif Club, Mossel Bay: 
+27 44 693 3438 
Durban Country Club, Durban: +27 31 313 1777 
It's a perfect day for golf at Zwartkop! 
Zwartkop is one of the oldest and most prestigious clubs 
in Pretoria. It's a classic parkland layout incorporating the 
Dale Hayes Coif Academy, golf shop and clubhouse which 
has various function rooms. 
Tel:+2712 6S4 1144/+2712 654 2111 
www.zwartkopcountryclub.co.za. ^gf 
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